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An article from an Online Database, based on a print source 
 

If page numbers are included, you must note that you viewed the electronic version: 
 
VandenBos, G., Knapp, S., &  Doe, J.  (2001) Role of reference elements in the selection of resources by 

psychology undergraduates [Electronic version].  Journal of Bibliographic Research, 5, 117-123. 
  

If page numbers are not included, you will need to include the date you retrieved the article and URL: 
 
VandenBos, G., Knapp, S., &  Doe, J.  (2001) Role of reference elements in the selection of resources by 

psychology undergraduates [Electronic version].  Journal of Bibliographic Research, 5, 117-123 
Retrieved October 13, 2001, from http://jbr.org/article.html. 

 
A web page or other Internet source that is not a published article: 
 
Author. (Date). Title of the web page.  Retrieved date.  URL. 
 

Note: when the author is not identified, use the title at the beginning, otherwise, start with the author=s 
name.  Use n.d. when the date is not known. 
 
GVUs 8th WWW user survey. (n.d.).  Retrieved August 8, 2000, from 

http://www.cc.gatech.edu/gvu/user_surveys/survey-1997-10/ 
 

 
 GENERAL RULES FOR ELECTRONIC MEDIA 
 
In the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th edition, electronic sources are dealt with in 
chapter  4.  It is recommended that you look at the examples given for the varying types of databases or materials.  There 
are some differences depending on if the source was from an item which has a printed version, or if it exists only in 
electronic form. 
 
In general, authors citing Internet sources should observe the following: 
 
1. Direct readers as closely as possible to the information being cited - whenever possible, 

reference specific documents rather than home or menu pages. 
2. Provide addresses that work. 
 
Include whenever possible 
$ document title or description 
$ date of publication or update, or (n.d.) for no date 
$ date of retrieval when there is no date 
$ URL 
$ authors 
 
Adapted from:  Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). (2001). 
Washington, DC: American Psychological Association 


