
Researching a Topic 
 
 

START Do you have 
a topic? 

NO
Talk to your 
Instructor or 

Reference Librarian

Write a 
Thesis 

Statement 

YES 

Locate material 
for your research 

or topic 
YES 

Current Topic 
or 

Recent Research

Periodical Indexes 
Newspaper Indexes

Almanacs 
Current Books 

NO

On-Line catalog 
Reference Books 

Encyclopedias 
Dictionaries 
Almanacs 

Corporate Files 
Periodical Indexes

Do you have 
Enough material 
for your topic? 

NO 
Consult the 

Reference Librarian 
(if you haven’t already)

Read, Take Notes, Write 

YES 

Request /Receive 
Inter-Library Loan 

or choose new topic 

Edit/ Revise 
Dictionaries, 

Style Manuals 

COMPLETE 


