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Distance Education and off-campus Library Services

Mildred Johnson Library supports NDSCS distance learning students and instructors.  There are many resources available to you for finding, retrieving and evaluating information.  Below are links to many of the resources you will find useful.
Using Library Services 
Many of the resources on our pages are available to anyone with a web browser.  Searching for articles, borrowing books and eBooks, or watching Films on Demand, however, require that you be registered at the library.  To activate your library card or to set up a card, please contact the Service Desk toll-free at 1-800-342-4325, ext. 3-2618.  Ask for someone to help you activate or set up a card for you.  We will need your student ID number, and your contact information.  If you have an ID card from this college, please have that handy as well.
Accessing library materials
Books, DVDs, videos and other hard copy items:  You can discover what we own by looking at the ODIN catalog.  As many other libraries participate in ODIN, you want to make sure you are looking first at the NDSCS pages.  We will send books and other materials to you at no cost but you are responsible for returning the items to the library.  A label will be provided for your convenience.
· Log on to your library account with your library barcode and password.  We will confirm these with you when you call to activate.
· Search the catalog for topics or titles that interest you and make choices from the available items.  You may also choose items from other libraries if you need more.
· Then use the InterLibrary Loan link on the page, and specify in the notes that you are a distance student who needs the materials mailed to you.  
· If you are on-campus, however, we ask that you pick up the materials yourself to save mailing costs.  
· Click here to go to ODIN. http://odinlibrary.org
Information on fines and other services is available on the Library FAQs page   http://www.ndscs.nodak.edu/academics/services/library/faqs/  We may limit the number you can ask for at any one time.
Magazine and journal articles, newspaper articles, and other resources:  There are several databases available to you as a student in North Dakota.   These are listed on the Library magazine page: http://www.ndscs.nodak.edu/academics/services/library/journals/
 
· Find the link that says “Magazine and Journal articles” and go to that page.
· Ebscohost databases require you to log in with your barcode and password, the same as you use for your ODIN login.  Confirm this with the library Service Desk at the number above.
· Choose the most relevant database and look for articles that are listed as “full text.”  You can print those directly.  If the item is not available directly, you can ask that we find a copy for you.  Please e-mail ndscs.library@ndscs.edu and put “article request” in the subject line.  In the comments, ask us to send the article and include your mailing information.  We will do our best to find that article for you as quickly as possible, but please give us plenty of time for locating and sending.
· We can also find other articles and materials that interest you, even if they are not in ODIN or a database.  Please e-mail as much information as you can to the above address.  Include your contact information in case we need to call you for clarification.
eBooks
The newest Library service is to the Overdrive eBooks service.  This will allow you to borrow eBooks and audio-books for your computer, an ereader, or a media player.  There is a link to the service on the main library page.  You will use your barcode and last name to login.
Other helps
There are several other helps available at the guides page http://www.ndscs.nodak.edu/academics/services/library/guides/ which can help you with locating tutorials, citation assistance, and other resources.  The new library Blogs for specific areas, including one for Distance Education, has additional links that you might find useful.  
Librarian Assistance
Mildred Johnson Library has a staff of seven, in addition to student assistants, who are available at different times during library open hours  http://www.ndscs.nodak.edu/academics/services/library/about/ to assist you.  You can see our pictures and our e-mail links on the staff page http://www.ndscs.nodak.edu/academics/services/library/staff/ We accept e-mail and phone calls, but for immediate assistance always call the Service Desk and whoever is available will be able to address your concerns.
Distance Education Faculty
Please contact Karen Chobot Karen.Chobot@ndscs.edu or 701-671-2385 to discuss needs for your class, such as articles, tutorials, and handouts.  At this point we are developing new services and need your input on what services would be useful for you.  Orientations as part of IVN classes are always a possibility, as are written helps on using specific resources and other Research Guides.  
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